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any states already have some form of structural
engineering (SE) practice restriction, but if you
live in a state without one, you might be asking
yourself what it takes to start one. The Florida
Structural Engineers Association (FSEA) decided just over two
years ago that Florida should look into SE licensure, but only
after some very healthy debate among our board members. We
asked ourselves: Would our membership support this worthy
cause? What would it take to get there? From whom could we
elicit help?
Though we had the backing of NCSEA, if our members were
not in favor of SE licensure, then we would be dead in the
water. We did several things to address this concern. First, we
had two of our board members join the NCSEA Licensing
Committee and spend some time learning what other Member
Organizations around the country were doing in this area. Of
ht
particular interest were the recent successes in Washington
yrig
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and Utah. Those committee members also attended national
licensing summits to learn which other professional organizations were for and against SE licensure. Second, we polled our
membership and were pleased to learn that over 80% were in
support of SE licensure. This provided the impetus to start the
process in earnest. Third, we formed our own state SE licensure committee, which I currently chair, and it now has over
a dozen members.
At the first meeting of this committee, which was attended
by over twenty engineers, we heard from two members of the
NCSEA Licensing Committee: Susie Jorgensen, the chair, and
Barry Arnold, the person behind the scenes who helped get the
SE practice restriction in Utah. Susie shared with us the status of
SE licensure and its importance in our profession’s over-arching
mission to protect the safety, health and welfare of the public.
This was followed by Barry’s passionate presentation on why
he became involved and the work of his committee in Utah.
Several of the FSEA committee members were not enthusiastic
about SE licensure at first; but they ended up becoming vital
contributors to our progress. They played devil’s advocate and
challenged Susie, Barry and the other members, to the point
where we were not sure that we had enough support from
within our committee. Though initially quite frustrating, this
became valuable over the next several months as we worked hard
to convince these individuals that this was a worthy cause for
which we needed not only their support, but also their help.
That initial meeting unified the committee; and we voted to
continue pursuit of SE licensure. We have continued to meet
almost every month since.
Using Utah as a model, we decided that we needed to write
a white paper outlining why SE licensure was important for
Florida. We gathered all of our facts, including information on several collapses in Florida over the past 20 years,
attributed to poor design. We also learned that over 80% of
the complaints filed with our Florida Board of Professional
Engineers (FBPE) were structural issues. This was very enlightening and motivated the committee to take their work to the
next level. From the white paper, we drafted and published a
one-page document that explained very briefly why we were
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pursuing this goal. In addition, we
formed several subcommittees: legislation, advocacy, and marketing.
Momentum was starting to build.
When pursuing any legislation, it is
important to know who will support
you and who might be against you. The Florida Engineering
Society (FES), an affiliate of the National Society of Professional
Engineers (NSPE), is the predominant engineering organization in our state, with strong connections to the legislature and
paid lobbyists. We realized that having
their support would be
®
critical to our success.
Two of our licensure committee members are also members
of FES, so they began the discussion of separate licensure at
FES state meetings. The FES board believed that our request
warranted their review and charged their Professional Concerns
Committee with carrying it out. After careful assessment of
our white paper and one-page document, the Professional
Concerns Committee wrote a position paper indicating that
they were in complete support of this initiative, as long as
it applied only to Threshold Buildings as already defined by
state law and would be a post-licensure credential. This was
extremely good news, and several of us were invited to their
next state board meeting to participate in a discussion, after
which they voted on the issue. Although the discussion was
heated and contentious, at the conclusion, the FES board
passed a motion indicating they would support SE licensure
and offered support to FSEA in working with the legislature.
FSEA has reciprocated by offering to support FES on other
initiatives that they are pursuing.
Since that time, FSEA has written a revision to the state
law that would recognize structural engineering as a specific
discipline and give the FBPE the ability to define the types
of structures to which practice restrictions would apply.
However, at the moment we are in a holding pattern, as
Governor Rick Scott has asked that no new legislation be
initiated unless it immediately creates jobs. We intend to
begin again in earnest toward the middle of 2012; but we
will be contacting FES to determine what lobbying support
they are willing to provide.
Though we still have a ways to go, we believe that our committee is motivated and ready to address all the obstacles to
obtaining SE licensure. It is this motivation that will be critical
to our success in this endeavor.
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NCSEA Continuing Education
in February
February 7 webinar: Design Considerations for Exterior Wall
Interfaces in Steel-Framed Buildings by Patrick McManus
February 10-11: NCSEA Winter Institute on Soft Soil –
Water and Wind, Hotel Monteleone, New Orleans, LA

February 2012

NCSEA recognizes and thanks its
Partnering Organizations and the
following companies, organizations,
and individual structural engineers, for
their Associate, Affiliate, and Sustaining
Memberships in 2011-2012.

Partnering Organizations
CASE
Washington, DC

SEI
Reston, VA

Associate Members
AISC
Chicago, IL

International Code Council
Birmingham, AL

Schuff Steel Company
Phoenix, AZ

American Wood Council
Leesburg, VA

ITW Red Head
Addison, IL

Simpson Strong-Tie
Pleasanton, CA

Bentley Systems, Inc
Carlsbad, CA

Metal Building Manufacturers
Association
Cleveland, OH

USP Structural Connectors
Burnsville, MN

Insurance Institute for Business
& Home Safety
Tampa, FL
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Cast Connex Corporation
Toronto, Ontario

DECON USA, Inc.
Beaufort, SC

CETCO Building
Materials Group
Hoffman Estates, IL

Dwyer Companies
West Chester, OH

Cold-Formed Steel
Engineers Institute
Washington, DC
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Construction Tie Products, Inc.
Michigan City, IN
CSC Inc.
Chicago, IL
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RISA Technologies
Foothill Ranch, CA
Rosboro
Springfield, OR

Fibrwrap Construction, L.P.
Ontario, CA

SE Solutions, LLC
Holland, MI

Hardy Frames, Inc.
Ventura, CA

SidePlate Systems, Inc.
Laguna Hills, CA

Hilti, Inc.
Tulsa, OK

Steel Joist Institute
Florence, SC
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Powers Fasteners
Brewster, NY

Sustaining Members
Barrish, Pelham & Associates, Inc.
Sacramento, CA
Barter & Associates, Inc.
Mobile, AL
Burns & McDonnell
Kansas City, MO
Cartwright Engineers
Logan, UT
CBI Consulting, Inc.
Boston, MA
Construction Technology
Laboratories
Skokie, IL
Cowen Associates Consulting
Structural Engineers
Natick, MA

Criser Troutman Tanner
Consulting Engineers
Wilmington, NC

Ruby & Associates, Inc.
Farmington Hills, MI
Simpson, Gumpertz & Heger, Inc.
San Francisco, CA

Degenkolb Engineers
San Francisco, CA

Structural Engineers Group, Inc.
Jacksonville, FL

DiBlasi Associates, P.C.
Monroe, CT

TGRWA, LLC
Chicago, IL

Dominick R. Pilla Associates
Nyack, NY

The Harman Group, Inc.
King of Prussia, PA

Dunbar, Milby, Williams,
Pittman & Vaughan
Richmond, VA
Gilsanz Murray Steficek, LLP
New York, NY
LBYD, Inc.
Birmingham, AL
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Thornton Tomasetti
Chicago, IL
United Structural Systems Ltd., Inc.
Lancaster, KY
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